
Atacama Desert, Chile



All of our tours have been designed to allow a genuine connection with 
the desert highland plains.

Cultural and 
Local tradition

*These excursions may not be available at the time of the trip due to the closure of parks and reserves 
as per COVID restrictions. 

Contemplative Astronomical Adventure 

Lican Antai Culture*
Rock Art
Rainbow Valley

Valley of the Moon*
Atacama Salt Flat and Toconao Village* 
Tatio Geysers
The Salt Lakes
Andean Lagoons* 
Pecan Monks
Sunset Vallecito, Ckamur zone 
Sunset Cactus 
Cejar Lagoon

The Colorados* 
Cactus Hike
Devil’s Throat
Vilama / Devil’s Throat* 
Ckari Gorge* 
Jauna Trek 

 Andean Astronomy



WHAT TO BRING?

First and second layer

Shorts / Short trekking 
trousers

Backpack and personal 
carry bag

Binoculars

Water bottle 

Camera

Hiking shoes

LOW
 TEMPERATURES

RECOMMENDED

Factor 30+ sun cream

Third layer

Windbreaker

Wooley hat

Gloves/mittens

Jacket

Balaclava

Snood

DURING SUN 

EXPOSURE

Hat

Sunglasses

MOUNTAINEERING

WATER
E

Crampons

Walking sticks

Swimsuit

Sandals
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 LICAN ANTAI CULTURE
 ROCK ART
RAINBOW VALLEY



Duration: Half day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 2.480 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A
Distance: 500 mt/ 0.3 mi   
    + 11 km/ 6.89 mi

We travel back in time along the San Pedro River to find the first 
traces of the Atacamenian villages. We visit the 2,400-year-old 
archaeological site of Tulor which has been invaluable in 
understanding local history. Then, we tour the town of San Pedro, 
visit the historic center and its church, to finish in the Pucará de 
Quitor: a 13th century fortress, that reveals what the first human 
settlements were like in the area. 

LICAN ANTAI CULTURE 

The walk begins when you reach the Cordillera de la Sal. Passing 
through the Plain of Patience and after a 2 km ascent you will find a 
privileged view of the iconic formations of the mountain range, and 
you will recognize the history and worldview of the first in habitants 
of the desert through petroglyphs over 1,500 years oId. 

ROCK ART

Duration: Half day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 2.630 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A
Distance: 3 km/ 1.86 mi
     + 40 km/ 24.85 mi

40 km
3 km

500 m
11 km



RAINBOW VALLEY (Half day)

The trip begins in the Hierbas Buenas region where we will 
recognize the life of local grazing and agriculture. Then we visit the 
Rainbow Valley, named for the multicolored nature of its hills and 
streams, each one formed by different mineral deposits which
reflect the sunlight.
Duration: Half day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 3.250 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A
Distance: 2 km/ 1.24 mi
    + 115 km/ 71.45 mi

115 km
2 km

RAINBOW VALLEY (Full day)

The Rainbow Valley Full Day Hike, named for the multicolored layers 
of its hills and ravines, each formed by different mineral deposits that 
reflect sunlight, is an upriver hike of approximately 10 kilometers. 
We will recognize the life of local agriculture and herding and arrive 
at a viewpoint where we will contemplate the Rainbow Valley from 
above in a unique and majestic view. We descend and cross 
the Valley to then follow a grazing path that takes us to the Jones 
sector, where the pukará of the place can be recognized. The entire 
experience is complemented by a buffet lunch on site.

Duration: Full day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 3.250 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A
Distance: 10 km/ 6.21 mi
     + 115 km/ 71.45 mi

115 km
10 km



EXCURSIONS CONTEMPLATIVES_
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 VALLEY OF THE MOON
 ATACAMA SALT
AND TOCONAO 
VILLAGE

 TATIO GEYSERS
 THE SALT LAKES
 ANDEAN LAGOON

PECAN MONKS



VALLEY OF THE MOON

25 km

Duration: Half day
Difficulty: Easy
Altitude: 2.550 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A
Distance: 25 km/ 15.53 mi

ATACAMA SALT FLAT AND TOCONAO VILLAGE

This tour starts with a visit to Toconao, a local village known for its 
masonry and architecture which is typical of the area, as well as its 
important agricultural heritage.  Next, we continue to Tamarugos 
forest, a woodIand region en route to the National Reserve of the 
Flamingos, one of the most iconic and memorable spots to enjoy
the renowned sunsets of the Desert. 

*Snack included 

Duration: Medium day
Difficulty: Easy
Altitude: 2.300 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A
Distance: 64 km/ 39.76 mi 64 km

This tour allows guests to enter a sanctuary of nature and geology. 
The Valley of the Moon is a spectacular geological formation 
created through the conflicting pressures of the Andes and the 
Domeyko Mountain Range. As one of the most breathtaking and 
iconic views in the entire region, travellers from all over the world 
come here to enjoy the sun setting over the Valley. 



TATIO GEYSERS 

The Tatio Geysers, a name derived from the kunza and which 
translates like "The crying grandfather”, is a geothermal field at 
4,321 meters above sea level. We will explore the Geysers, which 
consist of large pools of boiling water and mud, fumaroles, and 
natural hot springs. This is also a good chance to appreciate the 
unique flora and fauna adapted to flourish in this extreme 
environment. 

*Breakfast included

Duration: Full day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 4,321 m
Acclimatization: 2 days
What to bring: A B C E
Distance: 100 km/ 62.13 mi

THE SALT LAKES

The tour of Ojos del Salar takes us to two incredibly deep freshwater 
pools which emerge unannounced from the arid desert plains. This 
trip is noteworthy for its last stop on the banks the turquoise lagoon 
of Tebenquiche; we will arrive just in time for sunset. Tebenquiche is 
known as a unique location to experience the pallet of colours as the 
sun sets and the Iight morphs across the ever-changing landscape.
Duration: Medium day
Difficulty: Easy
Altitude: 2.410 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A B E
Distance: 32 km/ 19.88 mi

100 km

32 km



PECAN MONKS 

The wetlands tour offers the chance to delve deep into the Andean 
landscape, observing a variety of wildlife. The first stop is Quepiaco, 
an important protected area in the region, and a great place to spot 
native bird species. Next it is the Pujsa Salt Flat, the largest reserve 
of its kind and the migration point for nesting flamingos to lay their 
eggs. Finally, guests visit the immense rock formations known as the 
'Pecan monks', noted for their sheer size and sudden emergence
from the desert ground. 

**Buffet lunch included

Duration: Full day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 4.500 m
Acclimatization: 2 days
What to bring: A B C
Distance: 115 km/ 71.45 mi

ANDEAN LAGOONS

*Buffet lunch included

Duration: Full day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 4.120 m
Acclimatization: 2 days
What to bring: A B E
Distance: 125 km/ 77.67 mi

This excursion will take guests through the southeast region of San Pedro. The 
first stop will at a crossroads with the old Inca Trail, the main way that linked 
this powerful empire from Ecuador to Chile. The tour continues to Socaire, a 
local village known for its traditional church and historical terraced plantations 
of quinoa and purple potatoes. Next, on to the high Andean lagoons of 
Miscanti and Miñiques. Formed as a result of ancient ice thaws, these crystal 
waters provide a sanctuary to observe the immensity of the mountains. The 
region is also a showpiece for the unique flora and fauna adapted to these
high-altitude conditions. 



SUNSET VALLECITO, CKAMUR ZONE 

One of the most scenic places in the area, located at the Salt Mountain 
Range and about 22 km away from San Pedro de Atacama. We will 
visit a set of landscapes of incomparable beauty, which resemble 
a fragment of the lunar landscape. The valley also presents an 
indescribable aspect, full of majesty and silence, coldly beautiful and
imposing. 
Duration: Half day
Difficulty: Easy
Altitude: 2.650 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A B
Distance: 45 km/ 27.9 mi

SUNSET CACTUS

If you are one of those who seek to connect with the interior and the peace that 
the nature of the Atacama Desert provides, the Sunset Cactus excursion is 
perfect. This 2 km walk in the Puritama river sector leads us to the Guatin 
viewpoint that allows you to enjoy a privileged view of the sunset, surrounded
by a forest of native desert cactus. 

Duration: Half day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 2.700 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A B
Distance: 45 km/ 27.93 mi



CEJAR LAGOON

About 20 km south of San Pedro de Atacama we are already entering the Salar de 
Atacama, where we will find the wonderful mix of emerald and blue colors of Cejar 
Lagoon, a very high salt concentration lagoon that allows us to float in the water, with a 
view of the Licancabur Volcano and the Salt Mountain Range. It is the perfect place to 
disconnect and feel the immensity of the Salar de Atacama.

Duration: Half day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 2.700 msnm
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A B E
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ANDEAN ASTRONOMY

To make the most of our privileged position in the desert, we have 
installed the only open-air observatory in the region. It sits atop one of 
the many hills near the hotel. There, eight swivel chairs and a powerful 
telescope will enable guests to take in the intricacies of our universe with 
real clarity while here. You will also have the knowledge of one of 
our expert guides to answer questions and give information on the 
long history of human astronomical discoveries. 

Duration: One Hour
Difficulty: Easy
Altitude: 2.490 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A C



ADVENTURE_EXCURSIONS

Río
 G

ra
nde

Río
 P

urit
am

a

Río Putana

odalaS oí
R

Paso
Barros Arana

_RÍO GRANDE

_GUATÍN

_CATARPE

_TULOR

SAN PEDRO DE ATACAMA 

_27

Co. Miñiques
5.910 m

Co. Tuyajto
5.482 m

_TOCONAO

_SALAR DE CAPUR

_TULOR

13
14

15 16

17

13

14

15

16

17

 THE COLORADOS
 CACTUS HIKE
 DEVIL’S THROAT
 VILAMA / DEVIL’S THROAT
 CKARI GORGE



THE COLORADOS  

This route crosses one of the most important ancient thoroughfa-
res used by local shepherds thousands of years ago. Next, you will 
pass through the daunting tunnel formerly used to connect San 
Pedro with Calama. The walk continues along the cliffs of the 
Cordillera de la Sal, the perfect place to observe the Catarpe 
Valley, the oasis of San Pedro, the Atacama Salt Flat, the Andes, the 
Cordillera of Domeyko, and even Nayara Alto Atacama itself! 
Finally, on the way back, we will cross a path which rolls down in the 
middle of high dunes, a well-known feature of the Mars valley 

Duration: Half day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 2.550 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A
Distance:6.3 km/ 3.91 mi 
              + 3 km/ 1.86 mi

CACTUS HIKE

This hike begins in Guatín, at the point where the Puritama and Purifica 
rivers meet, turning into the mighty Vilama River from Guatín onwards. 
We will trek through diverse rock formations and vegetation, including 
ancient cacti standing at over seven meters tall. The region was once 
populated with an abundance of shepherding communities so you will
pass through former settlements as you walk. 
Duration: Half day
Difficulty: High
Altitude: 3.166 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A
Distance: 45 km/ 27.9 mi   
               + 4.5 km/ 2.7 mi

3 km
6.3 km

4.5 km
45 km



DEVIL’S THROAT
This excursion begins on mountain bike from the Ayllu (settlement) of Quitor. 
From here the path winds through the spectacular gorges of the Cordillera de 
la Sal in the Catarpe Valley. The tour continues to the Garganta del Diablo (Devil's 
Throat), named in connection with ancient myths of the local people. Finally, 
you will bike to visit San Isidro and its perfectly situated church as an ideal end 
to the ride. 

Duration: Half day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 2.500 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A
Distance: 18 km/ 11.18 mi

VILAMA / DEVIL’S THROAT 
This varied hike takes in a mix of both intriguing archaeological history 
and captivating landscapes, carved out predominantly by the ferocious 
flood waters of the Vilama and San Pedro Rivers over many millennia. 
Starting at the Vilama sulphur mine, the route then follows in the footsteps 
of local shepherds of times gone by, until reaching the ancient 
petroglyphs of Lican Antai, a real-life history lesson and glimpse of 
the past. Finally, we continue to the ominously named Devil's Throat 
Canyon, which offers sublime views across the Cordillera de la Sal. 

Duration: Half day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 2.700 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A
Distance: 10 km/ 6.21 mi 
               + 6 km/ 3.7 mi 6 km

10 km



CKARI GORGE
Cliffs and narrow passes are in fine display at Quebrada de Ckari. Walking 
first across open, expanding plains, which lead into tight passageways and 
formidable mineral mountains, the hike to Quebrada de Ckari offers a beautiful 
insight into the historical geological processes that have shaped these 
lands. We are also taken into one of the rare habitats frequented by high-altitude 
birds, which enjoy the protection offered by high salt concentrations in the rocks
during cold winter nights. 
Duration: Half day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 2.550 m
Acclimatization: None
What to bring: A
Distance: 4.9 km/ 3.0 mi 
    + 25 km/ 15.53 mi

JAUNA TREK

It is a full day hike in the highlands. Jauna is located about 65 km 
north of San Pedro de Atacama. Starting at an altitude of 4200 meters 
above sea level, we will go through its wetlands to observe its unique
flora and fauna. 

Duration: Full day
Difficulty: Medium
Altitude: 2.500 m
Acclimatization: 2 days
What to bring: A B
Distance: 8 km/ 4.97 mi
              + 100 km/ 62.13 mi

25 km
4.9 km

100 km
8 km



_ATACAMA  SALT FLAT
3,000 km2 Corona

Mtn.
5,291 m

Lejía Mtn.
5,793 m

SAN PEDRO
DE ATACAMA 

_CASPANA

TOCONCE_
AYQUINA_

_CAMAR

_TUMBRES
Jama 
Pass

Tatina 
Gorge

Pecan 
Monks

Pili o
Acamarachi Mtn.

6,046 m

Lascar 
Volcano
5,510 m

Tumisa Mtn.
5,658 m

Talabre
Viejo

Jerez Valley

Toconao 
Plain

Chiliques Mtn. 
5,778 m

Miscanti Mtn.
5,622 m

Miñiques Mtn. 
5,910 m

Tuyajto Mtn.
5,482 m

Aguas
Calientes 
Volcano
5,924 m

Rayado Mtn.
5,493 m

Putas Mtn.
5,462 m

Purico Mtn.
5,375 m

Negro Mtn.
5,025 m

Chajnantor Mtn.
5,639 m

Toco Plain

Hito Cajón
Pass 

Río
 G

ra
nde

Purit
am

a R
iv

er
Pu

ta
n

a 
R

iv
er

Sa
la

do
 R

iv
er

Soquete Volcano
5,408 m

 Incahuasi 
Pampa

_LAGUNA VERDE

BOLIVIA

CHILE

CH
IL

E
AR

G
EN

TI
N

A

_AGUAS CALIENTES 

 SALT FLAT II

_AGUAS CALIENTES 

SALT FLAT I 

_MIÑIQUES LAGOON

CHAXA LAGOON_

OJOS_
DEL SALAR 

_TEBINQUICHE

_QUISQUIRO 

SALT FLAT

_PEÑALIRI

Barros Arana 
Pass

Rainbow 
Valley

to Calama
Hierbas 
Buenas

to Chiu Chiu

_MISCANTI LAGOON

_SALT MOUNTAIN 
RANGE

_DOMEYKO 
MOUNTAIN RANGE

Toco Volcano
5,604 m

Sico
Pass

_RÍO GRANDE

ALMAALMA
Base

_AGUAS CALIENTES 
SALT FLAT III

Paved road

Gravel road

Dirt road

Trail

International borderline

Populated areas

The Andes Mountain Range

The Salt Mountain Range

The Domeyko Mountain Range

The Atacama Saltflat

 Birdwatching

Wildlife observation

 Juriques Mtn.
5,653 m

Sairecabur Mtn.
5,971 m

Colorado Mtn.
5,748 m

TATIO GEYSERS_

_PUJSA 

SALT FLAT

_TOCONAO

TALABRE_

_SOCAIRE

_PEINE

_TILOMONTE
_TILOPOZO

_CAPUR SALT FLAT

_GUATÍN

MACHUCA_

VALLEY OF THE MOON_

_CATARPE

_TULOR

_TUYAJTO  LAGOON

Death Valley_

_Plain of the 
Patience

Putana Volcano
5,890 m

Licancabur Volcano
5,916 m

Toco VolcanoToco Volcano

_TUMBRES_TUMBRES

Soquete VolcanoSoquete VolcanoSoquete VolcanoSoquete Volcano
5,408 m5,408 m

 Incahuasi  Incahuasi 
PampaPampa

TATIO GEYSERS_TATIO GEYSERS_TATIO GEYSERS_TATIO GEYSERS_

Rainbow Rainbow Rainbow Rainbow 
ValleyValleyValleyValley

to Calamato Calama
Hierbas Hierbas 
BuenasBuenas

_DOMEYKO _DOMEYKO _DOMEYKO _DOMEYKO 
MOUNTAIN RANGEMOUNTAIN RANGEMOUNTAIN RANGEMOUNTAIN RANGE

VALLEY OF THE MOON_VALLEY OF THE MOON_

Kimal Mtn.
4,278 m

Atacama Desert, Chile

To 370 km. de San Pedro de Atacama 

Tropic of 

Capricorn

6

_10

12

8

7

9

11

4

5

1

3

26

29

28

25

27

14

24

2

19 20

22

17

18

16

21

23

Authorized and circulated in accordance with 
Resolution Nº 12, January 13, 2017 of the 

National Bureau of Borders and State Limits.
The edition and circulation of maps, 

geographical locations or other forms of 
documentation which refer or relates to the 

boundaries and frontiers of Chile, do not 
compromise the State of Chile, in accordance 

with Article 2, letter g) of DFL N ° 83 of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.


